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Accordingly we proposed following the diameter of the semi-
circle over-sea, in preference to its sandy circumference, and
thus make direct for Sharjah, the first considerable town situated
within the territory of 'Oman proper. For this a worthy young
sea-captain,, native of Charak on the opposite Persian coast,
offered us his ship and services. But here again the future had
for us more roundabouts in store than had entered into our
original calculation. " The traveller can reckon his setting out,
not his return," says a trite Arab proverb, true in some degree
everywhere, but most so in the East.

Our captain was soon ready for sailing, and his crew on board.
We made our parting arrangements, and on February 6, while
a lovely evening promised a fair morrow, and a light west wind
seemed to ensure us a good and speedy passage to Sharjah, we
took our leave of Mohammed-ebn-Thfmee, who had now become
very intimate in his way, said adieu to three or four other friends
acquired at Bedaa', and entrusted ourselves to a little boat,
wherein Faris, to give our captain his proper name, with his
younger brother Ahmed and two of the crew, had come to fetch
us off to the ship. We now crossed by rowing the same space
that I had footed over the sand some days before; but then
it had been ebb, whereas now the full tide was running in ten
or twelve feet deep. The flux and reflux of the waters is here
only once in twenty-three hours, that is, at every alternate
period; at Bahreyn and on the coasts of Persia and 'Oman it is
once in eleven. The peculiar position of Katar and of the
Benoo-Yass region at the bottom of a deep gulf, will explain this
meteorological phenomenon to my scientific readers ; the Arabs
content themselves with noticing and wondering at it. After
a quarter of an hour's pull we reached the schooner. She was
large and well built, provided with an elegant captain's cabin,
a fore-cabin, and other nautical arrangements; in fine, she was
infinitely superior to the miserable craft in which we had left
Bahreyn. She was built for quick sailing, with two masts,
large lateen sails, and a jib; her stern and prow were prettily
carved; indeed the latter surmounted the waves with a sea-
nymph figurehead ; a token of non-compliance with the Islainitic
prohibition, which excludes the representation of whatever has
life from the sphere of ornamental art.